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The 2002 and 2003 Detroit Music Award winners for Best R&B Band return with another live chronicle. Smokin' Live (Great Lakes Music) from bugs Beddow Band was recorded August 30, 2002 at one of metro Detroit’s most fun nightspots, Memphis Smoke. The establishment features southern cuisine and is one of those places to see and be seen at. Unlike their 1997 live CD, this one has superior sound, thanks to the production of flamboyant guitarist/vocalist Duffy King. He captures the band’s powerhouse dynamics and non-stop partying via 70 minutes of 12 loud, high-energy covers. It's a cross-section of dance tunes, pop tunes and blues from the likes of John Hiatt, James Cotton, Van Morrison and Santana. As the disc progresses, you will find yourself turning up the volume and moving more and more body parts. At the core remain the accomplished and seasoned horns with bugs (trombone, flute, vocals) and James Morse (sax), in addition to mainstay Jim Pryor (drums, vocals). Bass playing Glenn Olds is the group’s newcomer having joined just weeks prior to this recording. "Diggin’ On James Brown" hits you where you live with an energetic sax solo. There is fuzzy and funky guitar on "Lowdown." On it, bugs’ flute goes techno-pop by producing sounds you’d expect from a synthesizer. Later, on "Ain’t Doin’ Too Bad," he uses his trombone to test the building’s seismic readiness by blowing notes that rumble. Then Duffy burns his strings to a red hot flame while being egged on by the pumping horns. Next, all the artists get a chance to solo on this blistering barn-burner. No one can sit still through "Domino," with its sexy and jazz inflicted sax. Here, Duffy plays quick hillbilly picking, then transitions his solo into incredibly fast fret-blazing rock guitar which releases a sonic boom. "I’m Ready" is a blues staple that doesn’t transform itself well into party central. There are others, namely "Don’t Change Horses" and "Riding With The King." The vibrant images of EC and BB riding in a black Cadillac on the music video networks are just too much for the latter to overcome. This band gives it all they got. They play for their audience and know what their audience wants. As such, the flow of the songs become predictable. Each contains a catchy rhythm, pulsing horns and ripping guitar. The band’s two previous releases mainly contained covers. This time around some originals would have been more than welcomed. Although four of the five members contribute on vocals, they vary greatly in capability. These modern day Blues Brothers are rooted in the blues and are rich in R&B. Not many acts incorporate flute and trombone. That is refreshing, but the non-stop covers do not allow the music to be taken to new places. If you are looking for down-home blues, you will be disappointed. If you are looking for an R&B celebration with super-charged brass and guitar, this is one party you won’t want to miss. For CDs, booking and info contact: bugs Beddow Band, PO Box 240411, Orchard Lake, MI 48324-0411, (248) 546-BUGS, Website: www.bugsbeddow.com
--- Tim Holek
